MY   AFRICAN   NEIGHBOURS

obligation on his part toward the side on whose behalf he
had received the wound came to an end.

As may be imagined, many different versions were
current among natives as to the origin of the war between
the "Wangreza' and the 'Wagermann' or 'Wadatshi,' the
most fantastic explanations being, of course, those which
were most readily believed. One favourite and widely
spread story was, that the son of the 'Sultan' of the English
had owned a white mule, and the son of the 'Sultan' of the
Germans a black one, that they quarrelled over the merits
of their respective mounts, and that the war between the
peoples followed as a consequence. This explanation
shows, by the way, how the contact with Europeans has
impressed upon the native mind the importance of sportive
issues. Not one who believed this yarn appeared to be in
the least surprised that torrents of blood should have been
shed in consequence of the two princes' rivalry.

The great bloodshed, however, did not find so universal
approval as one might have expected among savage and,
for the most part, warlike races. There was another
rumour current that, at a certain place, a great many sheets
of paper were picked up on the ground, which missives had
been thrown from heaven, and on which the iniquity of so
much killing was denounced in Arabic, and terrible visita-
tions were prophesied as a retribution. According to the
wizards these visitations were to take the form of a fearful
heat-wave, by which the Europeans would be forced to
take refuge on their ships; lions would infest the whole
country; and the natives would be reduced to living in the

trees like monkevs!
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